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Prices Received Show Downward 


N. C. Prices 


The "All Farm Prodicts" index of 
prices received by North Carolina farm- 
ers at local markets dropped 9 points 
during the month ended October 15. All 
commodity indexes except tobacco and 
dairy preducts declined during the month. 
The October 15 "All Farm Products' 
index of 324 compares with an index of 
334 a year ago and an index of 330 on 
October 15, 1950 (See table on page 2). 

The grains commodity index declined 
three points owing to a dp of 13 cents 
per bushel in corn prices. Wheat and 
oats made slight gains, -barley was un- 
changed and rye advanced 25 cents per 
bushel. The decrease in corn prices 
was more than enough to offset gains 
made by the other grains. 

(Continued on Page 2) 


Tar Heel Farm Wage Rate 
Averaging $5 Per Day 


Farm operators in North Carolina 
are paying an average of $5 per day 
(without room and board) for hired labor 
this month, as compared with an aver- 
age of $4.75 per day in October of last 


year, 
(Continued on Page 4) 


DAILY AND HOURLY FARM WAGE RATES, N. C. 
AND SOUTH ATLANTIC STATES COMPARED 


AREA AND 
CLASSIFICATION 


NORTH CAROLINA 


PER DAY: WITH HOUSE.ccece 
WITHOUT BOARD OR ROOM,.. 
PER HOUR: 

WITH HOUSE, NO MEALS.woe 
WITHOUT BOARD OR ROOM.. 


SOUTH ATLANTI 


PER DAY: WITH HOUSEsscee 
WITHOUT BOARD OR RCOM.. 
PER HOUR: 

WITH HOUSE, NO MEALSeee 
WITHOUT BOARD OR ROOM... 


Trend On State, U.S. Levels 


U. S. -Prices 


Price declines during the month 
ended October 15 for meat animals, 
cotton, com, :chickens, ‘and potatoes, 
offset only in part by higher prices for 
milk, ‘eggs, and fruits, were mainly re- 
sponsible for a 6 point -- 2 percent -- 
drop in the Index of Prices Received 
by U. S. Farmers to 282. 

During the same period, lower aver- 
age prices paid by farmers for feed 
food, feeder livestock, and motor sup- 
plies, together with a continued down- 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Commercial Hatcheries Set New 
Record High For September, 
Producing 3,583,000 Chicks 


Conmercial hatcheries in North 
Carolina produced 3,583,000 chicks 
in September. This is a new record 
high for the month, exceeding the Sep- 
tember 1951 output by almost 7 percent 
This is the first time September ha tch- 
ings- have exceeded those for August 
since estimates were begun in 1945, 
During the first nine months of 1952, 
Tarheel hatcheries produced 50,103,000 
chicks--6 percent more than the 47,- 
088,000 hatched during the same period 


of last year. 


U.S. COTTON SUPPLY 
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Total supply 
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CARRY- Yj 
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J 
YEAR BEGINNING AUGUST * INCLUDES SMALL IMPORTS 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NEG. 48262-XX BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL FCONOMICS 


The supply of cotton in the United 
States in the 1951-52 season was about 
500 thousand bales larger than in 195v- 
51. The beginning carryover on Aug- 
ust 1, 1951 was the smallest since 
1925 and 4.6 million bales smaller than 
a year earlier, but production from the 
1951 crop was 5.1 million bales larger 
than prmduction from the 195U cmp. 


The ending carryover August 1, 
1952 was about a half million bales 
larger than beginning stocks. The est- 
imate of the 1952 crop, :as of September 
1, indicates a decrease from 1951 of 
about 1.3 million bales in production 
and the carryover on August l, 1953 is 
expected to be the same as it was on 


August 1, 1952 
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NORTH CAROLINA PRICES 


(Continued) 


The decrease of over two cents per pound in cotton prices 
resulted in the cotton and cottonseed index dropping 14 
points, 

The tobacco index increased three points as the result 
of an increase of two cents per pound for Type 12 tobacco. 
This increase was sufficient io off-set decreases in prices 
for Types 1] and 13. 

The meat animals index decreased 28 points due to lower 
prices for all animals making up the index. Beef cattle and 
veal calves decreased $2.00 and $3.00, respectively. This 
is the sixth consecutive month in which beef cattle prices 
have declined. 

The poultry index decreased 11 points owing to lower 
prices for both chickens and eggs. 

The dairy products index increased three points as the 
result of higher prices for milk and butterfat. 

The ratio of prices received by North Carolina farmers to 
prices paid by U. S. farmers increased one point during the 
month ended October 15. 


UNITED STATES PRICES 


(Continued) 


turn in seasonally adjusted farm wage rates, !owered the Index 
of Prices Paid, .Interest,. Taxes, and Wage Rates to 282--3 
points or 1 percent down from the revised September level? 

With both the Index of Prices Received by Farmers and 
the Index of Prices Paid, Interest, Taxes, and Wage Rates at 
282 percent of the 1910-14 level, ‘the Parity Ratio stands at 
an even 100 percent, :\down one point from September, at the 
same level as the average for 1950, but 7 points below the 
1951 average. 


PRICES RECEIVED BY FARMERS OCTOBER 15, 1952 
WITH COMPARISONS 


NORTH CAROLINA 


- DOLLARS - 


CORN swe camemtetcesys 1 
WHEA Tica csc a,0 saves 2 
ORTSSR pericetetes ! 
BARLEY cicciac cumnes : 1. 
RVESecesawie cons : 2. 
SOY BEAN Swiacecisieatnie ° 2. 
COWPEAS.sccvtebic 4 
PEANUTS ouetesc= 5s 
CORTON siaiuwle cis heres 
COTTONSEED. .aceee 
WOOL peccasesvecve 
HOGS Swe nwiee we aaten 
BEGFACATTLEsvebma 
VEAL CALVES. .scve 
SHEEP Sw cwesns cece 
LAM BSinss op bbb wb sme 
MYLKGCOWS Jia accsla aie 
CHICKENS. crateai carts 
EGGS iwa scleriee tbs 
MILK, WHLSE..eeee 
RETAIGgs coe 
BUTTER sice's o sma une 
BUT.TERFAT cic camer 
HAY, ALL BALED... 
POTATOES, whose 
SWEET POTATOES... 
APPLES COMMERCIAL 
LESPEDEZA SEED,.., 


NON GOOD p WwW 


BD pow ae oe 


Com. & TENN, 6. 
SERICEA, 


a/ Revised 


b/ Preliminary 
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S. PRICES RECEIVED BY FARMERS 
AND PARITY PRICES 
PRICES RECEIVED | PARITY OR 

BY FARMERS COMP ARABLE AS PERCENTAGE 
PRICES OF_PARI TY 


SEPT.15 Beeess SeptT.15 | OCT.15 |SEPT. 15) OCT.15 
1952 1952 


COMPARISON OF U. 


AVERAGE PRICES 


COTTON, LBe siee kc 
WHEAT, 


CORN, 


344 114 
pliner 45 8 
BUscedeccos 
BU. es Se cce 
BUS ee ete S44 43 
° BU se ¢ enelg ce @ 
BEEF CATTLE,CWT, 
HOGS..CWT. oc cs w aw 
EAMBS. \CWTeccese 
CHICKENS, LBeeoe 
EGGS?) DOZasapicste 
MILK, WHLSE,. CWT, 


20. 90 
21.30 
"22.20 23.00 


e242 
-504 2 508c/ 
5.30b/ 4.77 


22.00 * 
18.60 


9 
ee 36d/ 


4.74 103a/" 


a/ Revised b/ Preliminary of Transitional parity, 85 
percent (90 percent during 951) oF pars by price com-— 
er formula in use prior to Jan. 1950. 


puted u , 
d/ Percentage of seasonally adjusted peuces ts parity . 
prices. 


PLENTY OF ALFALFA SEEDS FOR NEXT YEAR 


Clean alfalfa seed will be in abundant supply for 1953 
plantings if current estimates are realized in this year’s 
U. S. harvest, as it is estimated that the 1952 crop will 
break all previous records. 

The current estimate for clean seedis 146,900,000 pounds 
-- 40 percent larger than last year’s crop of 104,630,000 
pounds, and 91 percent above the 1941-50 average of 6, 884, - 
000 pounds. 

The record-crop estimate is based on the fact that yield 
per acre is estimated at the largest in 25 years, and that 
acreage is only 8 percent below the record of 1946. 

Applications have been made in 19 states for the certifi- 
cation of 202,003 acres of alfalfa seed this year. Varieties 
leading in the number of acres for which certification was 
requested are Ranger with 110,370 acres, Buffalo with 30,893 
acres, Ladak with 25,872 acres, Grim with 17,627 acres, ‘and 
Atlantic with 4,218 acres. 

Harvesting of the alfalfa seed is expected to be completed 
by the second week of November, with an estimated crop of 
1,089,500 acres, 


NORTH CAROLINA AND UNITED STATES INDEX NUMBERS 
(N. Ce 


PRICES RECEIVED 1909-14= 100 PERCENT) 


ALL FARM PRODUCTS.. 
COTTON & COTTONSEED 
GRATING et © atv sie e ctersions 
MEAT ANIMALS... 


POUITRYicreletaterereistelercte 
DAIRY PRODUCTS..... 
TOBACCO stews cin eevee 


MISCELLANEOUS, 
RATIO OF PRICES 
RECEIVED TO PAID-a 


evce 


UNITED 


PRICES RKECEIVED,... 
PRICES PAID 
INTEREST & TAXES,. 
RATIO OF PRICES 
RECEIVED TO PAID., 


af Ratio of NW. C. prices received to U. S. prices paid. 
Di eiypes I le elas 


282 


282 
100 


*Revised. 
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OCTOBER 1 GRAIN STOCKS 


NORTH CAROLINA 


ON - FARM OFF-FARM 1/ TOTAL STOCKS 


THOUS, BUSHEL S THOUS. BUSHELS 


WHEAT. cs coos 647,217 
OATScccccccs 

RY Ess css eelee 

BAREEY.ce ce ee 

CORN ccccvce 

SORGHUM GRATIN] 3/ 

SOYBEANS, .2/.] ~ 


1/ Includes, in addition to stocks in Interior Mills, Elevators and Warehouses and Merchant Mills, Commercial stocks reported by 
Grain Branch. P. M. 4., at terminals, and an estimate of those owned by C. C. C. which are in transit to ports, in bins and 


other storages under C. C. C. control, 2/.0ld Crop = 3/ Not published separately for North Carolina. 


Grain Supplies Show Reduction SEPTEM BER MILK PRODUCTI ON EXCEEDS 


LAST YEAR BY NINE MILLION POUNDS 
Total stocks of each individual type of grain in North 


Carolina on October 1 were below those of a year ago, Tarheel dairy farmers produced 9 million more pounds of 
according to recent information obtained from farmers and~ milk in September than they did in the same month of 1951. 
operators of off-farm storage facilities. Disappearance of This year’s total for September was 144 million pounds, 


grains in the State during the July-October quarter was compared with 135 million in September, 1951, and 130 mil- 
fairly heavy because of the necessity for supplementing lion on the 10-year (1941-50) average. September’s figure was 
forage which was cut short in many areas by drought con- 8 million pounds below the figure for August of this year. 
ditions. An estimated increase in number of milk cows in the State 

For the Nation, ‘stocks of 1,342 million bushels of wheat, of 1 ,000 above the September, 1951, figure of 358,000 is 
second largest in history,:were stored in all positions on partly responsible for the boost in production. Other con- 
October 1, 1952. This total is only 2 per cent less than  tributing factors are the September, 1952, average production 
that of October 1, 1942, and nearly a fifth more than a year per cow of 390 pounds compared with only 378 pounds per 
ago. It also exceeds the 1952 production by 3 per cent, ree cowin September, 1951, and a 6 percent improvement in pas- 


flecting the large carryover of old wheat. ture conditions over last year. 

Oat stocks of over 1,100 million bushels were only Information gained from authoritative sources indicates a 
slightly less than average for October 1, and 7 to 9 percent trend toward continued increase in the percentage of herds 
smaller than in the last two years. bred for fall freshening. Land seeded for temporary pastures 


Rye stocks of 12.7 million bushels are the smallest for this fall will probably exceed any previous year. 
October 1 in the 10 years of record, while the current stocks 
of barley are placed at 210 million bushels as compared with 
268.4 million in 1951. 

A fairly large carryover of 489 million bushels afrcarn Tarheel farmers took in more than three times as much in 
remained in all positions on October 1, 1952. The com cash receipts during 1951 as they did in 1941, despite ‘the 
carryover has ranged from 123.5 millfon bushels in-1948-to fact that See e mess payments to farmers during 1951 were at 
845 million in 1950. Of the 10 years of record, however, one of their lowest levels since the program started in 1933. 
carryovers were larger than the current total only in the 
last three years. 

Stocks of old stipe in all positions on October 1] to- FEED PRICES PAID BY FARMERS OCTOBER 15, 1952 
taled 3.5 million bushels, a carryover of about a half mil-. : 
lion bushels less than last year but higher than Cctober 1] SN 


; FEED PER NORTH CAROLINA UNITED STATES 
of the three previous years. HUNDREDWE | GHT ‘ 


SEPTa Oe OG Teme hs SEPT sol eOC heats 


: ; awe POULTRY FEED 
-- with 29 per cent pmwtein realizing the shamest drop of 20 ees Saar 


cents. Soybean meal, 18 per cent protein mixed dairy feed, SS ERLEM (GRAINS sy a0 
bran and middlings remained unchanged over September. 


3 


1952 1952 1952 1952 
DOLLARS 
MIXED DAIRY FEED eo 
MIXED FEEDS LOWER TO UNCHANGED UNDER 29% PROTEIN. 
ALL eocvccceccece . : 4. 4. 
CORN TAKES FIVE-CENT JUMP IN STATE Meee come eae :: a: 
20% PROTEIN. woes 4, 4, 
: : 7 ‘ ; PROTEINeccee 5. 5. 
With the exception of bran by-products, feed prices paid hy ha a ae 
by North Carolina farmers as of October 15 were either un- LINSEED MEAL «see. ee 5. 5. 
changed or 5 to 20 cents below the September 15 average. eee 165 5. = 
= in- MEAT SCRAPeoccccce .60 6. 6. 
Among the bran by-products, only corn meal sho wed an in EeAVAREGenosniete 
crease -- jumping from $4.90 in September to $4.95 in Octo- PRiNG poet aueeees's « .10 3. 3 
b r MIDDLINGSccccccees . 30 mI = 
crs : h CORN MEAL seesseeee 95 4. 4. 
Most of the decrease recorded was in mixed dairy feed | CORN GLUTEN. ..+ee. . 4, 4, 
5. 5. 
4, 4, 
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COTTON GINNED PRIOR TO OCTOBER 1 
IN NORTH CAROLINA 


NO. RUNNING BALES * 
ais ate 
145,513 178,597 


COUNTY 


STATE TOTAL 


AN SON 
BERTIE 
BLADEN 
CABARRUS 
CATAWBA 
CHOWAN 
CLEVELAND 
CUMBERL AND 
DUPLIN 
EDGECOMBE 
FRANKLIN 
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GATES 
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HALIFAX 
HARNETT 
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HOKE 
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JOHNSTON 
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LINCOLN 
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NASH 
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PERQUIMANS 
PATT. 

POLK 

Py HMOND 
ROBESON 
ROWAN 
RUTHERFORD 
SAMPSON 
SCOTLAND 
STANLY 
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WARREN 
WAYNE 
WILSON 
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ALL OTHER 


* Linters not includ 
(1) Included in All 


larheel farm families consumed $138,- 
662.000 worth of their own products during 
1951 as compared with $84,349,000 worth 
during 1941. 
the 


Approximately two thirds of 
1951 consumption was livestock and 
livestock products--the remainder coming 


from crops. 
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NORTH CAROLINA & UNITED STATES LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTER SEPTEMBER 1951-52* 


NORTH CAROLINA UNITED STATES 


SPECIES NUMBER TOTAL NUMBER TOTAL 
SLAUGHTERED LI VEWE! GHT SLAUGHTERED LI VEWEI GHT 
1951 a/ 1952 | 1951a/ 1952 | 19510/ rs ae 1952 


THOUS. HEAD THOUS, POUNDS THOUS. HEAD THOUS, POUNDS 


CATTLE.. 10.6 10.9 1,291,633 
CALVES... 35 Ore 4.4 156,833 
SHEEP & ° 

LAMBS... we wie, 88, 333 
HOGS.eee 53.0 57.0 1, 269,939 


af Revised * Includes slaughter under Federal inspection and other wholesale and 
retail slaughters, excludes farm slaughter. 


INCREASE 


COMMERCIAL SLAUGHTER SHOWS 2.5 PER CENT 


North Carolina’s commerical slaugh- 
ter of meat animals totaled 20, 192,000 
pounds liveweight for the month of 
September. This was an increase of 
2.5 percent over September 1951, and 
3 percent over last August when slaugh- 
ter reached its highest peak since Oct- 
ober, 1951. Cattle slaughter, which 
was up 9 percent from the previous 
month, accounted for most of this in- 
crease over August, 

Calves slaughtered totaled 776,000 


pounds liveweight, .a decrease of 7 per- 


cent below a month ago, but an increase 
of 24 percent over September of last 
year. The slaughter of mutton and lamb 
was greater than a year ago, but there 
was less than 1] percent increase in the 
total liveweight of hogs slaughtered. 

A total of 72,500 head of meat ani- 
mals was slaughtered during Septem- 
ber, which was 8 percent more than the 
total head slaughtered in September, « 
1951 and 2 percent more than the num- 
ber slaughtered during the previous 
month. 


N. C. FARM WAGE RATES 


(Continued) 


The average hourly rate in the Tar 
Heel State is 59 cents -- compared with 
55 cents in October of 1951. 

For the Nation as a whole, labor 
costs are up 5 percent over 1951, with 
the per-day average (without room and 
board) standing at $5.60. Wages in the 
indi vidual states range from the low of 
$3.80 per day in South Carolina to a 
high of $9.50 per day in Idaho. Only 


eight states had an average of less 
than $5 per day when the reports were 
tallied as of October 1. 

Workers paid by the hour without 
board or room are receiving an average 
throughout the Nation of 76 cents, but 
they are averaging $1 or more per hour 
in 19 individual states -- mainly in the 
West North Central, Mountain, and Pa- 
cific regions and southérn New Eneland, 


